The Reality of the Cross 

John 19 

Principle: No one has power in this world except it is given to them by God. 

Principle: God is in control when it seems like my life is out of control. 

Principle: The closer we get to the cross, the more clearly we see how people really are. 

"There's nothing concealed that will not be disclosed or hidden that will not be made known." Matthew 
10:26 

"All of heaven was interested in the cross of Christ. All of hell was terribly afraid of it. While men are the 
only beings who more or less ignore its meaning." Oswald Chambers 

Three things we learn from the sign: 

1. There is no circumstance that can diminish the power of who Jesus is. 

2. The sign also tells us that the world can clearly see who Jesus is. 

3. People will try but they will always fail to change the truth about who Jesus is. 

"I have marveled at the self-restraint that God has shown throughout history allowing the Ghangis Khan 
and Hitler's and Stalin's to have their way. But nothing compares to the self restraint shown that dark 
Friday in Jerusalem." Philip Yancy 

"He took our suffering on himself and felt our pain for us.. .HE was wounded for the wrong we did and 
crushed for the evil we did. The punishment (which he took) which made us well, was given to him, and 
we are healed because of His wounds." Isaiah 53:4-5 

"Our high priest understands our weaknesses, for he faced all the same temptations that we do, yet he 
did not sin." Hebrews 4:15 

"God took away Satan's power to accuse you of sin, and he openly displayed to the whole world Christ's 
triumph at the cross where your sins were all taken away." Colossians 2:15 

"God has freed us from the power of darkness, and brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son." 
Colossians 1:13 

What does the cross do? 

It gives us victory over temptation. 

It gives us God's power . 

"The message of the cross is foolishness for those who are perishing without the cross, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:18 

"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body 
I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20 

"God forbid that I should boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." Galatians 
6:14 

It gives us forgiveness for our sins. 



"In this way God took away Satan's power to accuse you of sin. And God openly displayed to the 
whole world Christ's triumph at the cross where your sins were all taken away." Colossians 2:14 

It changes us. 



